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March 2019 

Dates to Note: 
 

 Mar. 7 - Spring Open 
House & Academic Night 
6 - 7:30pm 

 Mar. 15 - Kindergarten 
Round-up, 9:30am 

 Mar. 21 - Athletic 
Recognition Night 
6:30pm 

 Mar. 25-29 - Spring 
Break 

 Apr. 2 - Kids Against 
Hunger Kick-off 

 Apr. 11-13 Spring Play 

Headmaster Notes-Educating With the End in Mind 

Morning Star Academy News 
Teaching Truth|Training Disciples|Transforming the Community 

 

Your telos shapes your decisions today. Your telos determines your priorities. Your telos in-
fluences your pocketbook.  Your telos gets you out of bed every day.    
 
Perhaps we need to take one step back and answer the question, “What is telos?” 
 
Our chapel theme this year is “God’s Story: The True Myth.” God’s story moves from cre-
ation, to fall, to redemption and ends with consummation. Consummation is the telos of 
God’s story. It reveals the ultimate aim of everything that has preceded it. 
 
Simply put, telos means aim. More importantly, telos influences where one finds meaning 
and purpose in life. 
 
Every spring major league baseball teams gather in the warmth of Arizona, Florida and 
Texas to discuss their telos for the season. Some teams are in a “building year” with a cer-
tain end in mind. Other teams are launching a bid for a league championship.  Perhaps a 
few have a legitimate telos of playing in the World Series. Every decision of the season is 
measured by their telos. It influences the decisions of the organization in the dugout, on 
the field, in the locker room and the front office. 
 
The same is true for Morning Star Academy. The three stages of classical Christian educa-
tion are not our telos. We don’t simply educate as an end. We don’t educate so that your 
child can get good grades. We don’t educate so your child can get into college or get a good 
job. None of these are our telos. 
 
Classical Christian education is fixated on the telos of being human again. 
 
We were human in the Garden, made in the image of God to enjoy Him and make much 
of Him in our world. Sin dehumanized humanity. Redemption is God’s rescue to set us on 
the path to be human again. One day in the consummation of Christ’s return, God will 
restore us and His world. In other words, we will be fully human again. 
 
What does it look like to be human? It is a virtuous life summed up by those three words 
around our seal . . . a life measured by truth, goodness and beauty. Classical Christian education 
runs with the grain of the God-given maturing process. Its telos for your children’s lives is 
growing in virtue, to be human again.         

Blessings, 
 
Rob Spykstra 
Headmaster 
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Enrollment Deadlines 
We have just passed the first enrollment deadline. Beginning March 1st we are now accepting applications from 
new families. If you have not re-enrolled, please complete your application as soon as possible and send it in with 
your registration fee. 
 
The next deadline is April 1st. Beginning April 1st the registration fee goes up by $100. 

PTP News and Upcoming Events 
THANK YOU to all who helped make our Wishing Tree successful. It is wonderful when we can make our 
teachers’ wishes come true 
 

The theme for March’s staff appreciation is We are Lucky to Have You, “Whatever work you do, do it with all 

your heart.  Do it for the Lord and not for men.” Colossians 3:23. We will be thanking our staff the week of 

March 18th. 
 

Looking ahead… 
 

Uniform Sale – date to be determined 
 
Kids Against Hunger Packaging:  May 3rd 8:30-3:15 

Open House & Academic Night 
Morning Star Academy Spring Open House and Academic Night will be held on 
Thursday, March 7, 2019, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Classrooms will be open and curriculum will be on display.   
Information packets will be available for new  families.  Our Open House program, which will take place from 
6:00 to 6:30 p.m. will showcase some of what our Grammar School students are learning.  In addition, fifth-
eighth grade students will have displays about their research projects in the activity center.   Everyone’s invited!  
Come see what we have been studying.  Invite your friends and neighbors! 
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Save the Dates 
On April 26th, 7th through 12th grades will be having a Quad-Cities educational experience visiting various sites 
around the cities and discovering the great history, art, science and culture right in our own backyard. 
 
On April 27th, 9th through 12th grade will enjoy the third annual Morning Star Gala, a night of fine food, good 
manners, music and dance.  
 
Details for both events will be coming in the month of March.  

Athletic Recognition Night 
All athletes who competed on our Morning Star teams during this school year will be honored on Thursday, 
March 21, at 6:30pm.  Athletes in fifth-twelfth grade and their families are invited to join us for dessert in the 
MSA Great Hall.  Come and support our athletes and take a look back at this year’s accomplishments! 
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Spring Play 

Kindergarten Round-Up 
Parents and their children who will be entering kindergarten this fall are invited to a Kindergarten Round-Up to be 
held Friday, March 15 from 9:30-10:30am.  Parents will have the opportunity to learn about Morning Star’s classical 
Christian approach to education, spend time in the kindergarten classroom, meet the teacher, and tour the building.  
Activities are also planned for the incoming kindergartners.  Registration packets will be available that day.  For 
more information, visit the school’s website at www.morningstaracdemy.org  or call 563-359-5700. 

Morning Star Gala 
At Morning Star Academy we choose to celebrate and make memories with our families in a variety of ways.  One 
way we do this is to celebrate with our Rhetoric School by hosting a Spring Gala.  During this event, we honor our 
senior class for their accomplishments at MSA.  Our Rhetoric School students learn etiquette to prepare them for 
the future.  They are able to practice it at this event.  This year’s theme chosen by our seniors is “Uptown Jazz”.  It 
is a formal event that will allow us to rejoice with our Rhetoric School students and families over the many good 
things they have achieved while at Morning Star Academy. It will be held on Saturday, April 27, 2019.  It is at the 
Hilton Garden Inn in Bettendorf, IA. The attire is formal for juniors and seniors and their guests.  Attire is semi-
formal for freshman and sophomores and their guests. Seniors and their guests should arrive at MSA by 6pm for the 
limo ride to pictures and then the venue.  Doors at the location open at 6:30pm. Tickets are $40 for any who would 
like to attend. (14 yrs. and older please)  For more information email: angie.walters@msa-qc.org. 

MO R N IN G STAR  AC AD EMY N EWS  Morning Star Academy's Drama Class is excited to announce this year's spring play Treasure Island by Ken Ludwig 
(Based on the classic novel by Robert Louis Stevenson). This high seas adventure/coming of age story follows the 
young Jim Hawkins, who due to strange circumstances, has inherited a map to a treasure hidden on Skeleton Is-
land. His search for the treasure is further complicated by a band of pirates, led by Long John Silver, who will do 
whatever it takes to get their hands on the treasure first. The production runs April 11th-13th. All performances 
begin at 7:00 p.m.; doors open at 6:30. Tickets are $5 for MSA students, $7.50 for adults, and $20 for a family.  

*Note: Due to the nature of this particular production, which is set in the theatre-in-the round style and features in 
your face gun and sword fights, this show may be too intense for some of our younger audience members.        

Senior Class Sponsored Events 
Babysitting at Morning Star 

April 6, 5 - 9pm 

Happy Joe’s Pizza 

The Senior Class of 2019 will be making and selling Happy Joe’s Pizzas! 
 
Last day to order is March 6th. 
 
You can pick up a order form and return it, with payment, to the office or you can drop them off at the table  outside 

the office.   The seniors will be available from 8:00 – 8:15am to take your orders.  Orders with payment are DUE 

NO LATER than Wednesday, March 6th!  The orders will be ready to pick up on Wednesday, March 13th and can 

be picked up after school in the kitchen. 

Medium cheese, sausage, or pepperoni pizzas will be available for $12.00 each.  We can also offer a gluten free 

crust.  They are a 9 inch pizza instead of a 12 inch, but the cost is the same.  Please make checks out to MSA. 

Thank you so much for your support of our Senior Class of 2019.  We really appreciate it! 

http://www.morningstaracdemy.org
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Re-enrollment Timeline 
 

Just a reminder of the re-enrollment process and timeline. 
March 1st -- Open enrollment 
 
1.  All families may apply for admission. Consideration for open seats will be based upon timing of receiving the 
online application form for admissions and the registration fee (for new students) or the online enrollment form for 
existing families. 
 
2.  All families may apply for financial aid through FACTS. 
 
Please note, all re-enrolling families who wish to receive their multi-student discount must submit a FACTS          
application by April 15th.   
 
April 1st -- Increased Registration Fee 
 
Beginning April 1st, registration fee increases to $175 for preschool and $350 per family for K-12th grades.  Morning 
Star will refund all but $150 of the registration fees if enrollment is declined by June 15th by either the family or 
Morning Star. 
 
May 1st -- First Round of Financial Aid/Scholarship Awards 
 
All families who apply through FACTS between January 15th and April 15th will receive first preference for             
scholarships. Scholarship award amounts will be awarded beginning May 1st. 
 
June 1st -- Second Round of Financial Aid/Scholarship Awards    
 
All families who apply through FACTS between April 15th and May 15th will be awarded scholarships beginning 
June 1st. 
 
Please note: After June 15th registration fees will not be refunded. 
 
June 15th -- Remaining Financial Aid/Scholarship Awards 
 
We recognize that some new families are in transition over the summer and new to the area. Also circumstances for 
current families may require unexpected need for scholarships. Our aim is to set aside a small portion for new      
families in summer transition. If any scholarship amounts remain we will consider unexpected needs from current 
families.  


